
A note from Paul Frey, Christ Church, Laredo 
 
This particular format is set to start on Sunday, September 16, 2018. 
 
We take a “break” from the story for Advent 2, 3, & 4. 
 
We will use the first Sunday after Christmas, and the Sunday of the 
Epiphany, January 6, 2019 to offer a sort of quick review of what we’ve 
learned so far. 
 
We resume “The Story” on Jan. 13, 2019  Week 13   “The King who had it 
all”. 
 
This has readings for the entire time, including the pauses. Each Sunday set 
includes a collect, two readings and a Gospel reading, and a psalm. 
 
As much as possible the psalms are from the Revised Common Lectionary 
as are the gospel readings.  
 
The collects are in most cases the regular Collect of the Day from the Book 
of Common Prayer. 
 
  



Sept. 16, 2018  Week 1  “Creation: The beginning of life as we know it” 
 
The Collect 
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant 
that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
First Reading:   A reading from Chapter One the Book of Genesis 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth 
was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and 
the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that 
the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. And 
there was evening and morning, the first day.  
On the sixth day,  God said, “Let us make humans in our image, in our 
likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the 
sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures 
that move along the ground.”  27 So God created humankind in his own 
image, in the image of God he created them;  male and female he created 
them. God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in 
number; fill the earth and subdue it.”  God saw all that he had made, and it 
was very good. 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
Second Reading (instead of a psalm)   A reading from Chapter 3 the Book 
of Genesis 
3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord 
God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not 
eat from any tree in the garden’?”  2 The woman said to the serpent, “We 
may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not 
eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not 
touch it, or you will die.’” 4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to 



the woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 When the 
woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the 
eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She 
also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the 
eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so 
they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.  8 Then 
the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking 
in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God 
among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, 
“Where are you?” 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.     

John 1:1-5 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all 
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.4 In 
him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  



Sept. 23, 2018 Week 2 “God builds a nation” 
 
The Collect 
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love 
things heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that 
are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
First Reading:   A reading from the 12th and 15th Chapters of the Book of 
Genesis. 
12:1 The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and 
your father’s household to the land I will show you. 2 “I will make you into 
a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you 
will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses 
you I will curse;  and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 
 15:1 Later, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision:  “Do not be 
afraid, Abram.    I am your shield, your very great reward.”  2 But Abram 
said, “Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since I remain childless and 
the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram 
said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be 
my heir.”  4 Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will not be 
your heir, but a son who is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” 5 
He took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if 
indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring 
be.”  6 Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 1 
1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, * 
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *  
and they meditate on his law day and night. 



3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; * 
everything they do shall prosper. 
4 It is not so with the wicked; * 
they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, * 
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, * 
but the way of the wicked is doomed. 
 
  
Second Reading : A reading from the 18th chapter of the Book of Genesis: 
 18 The Lord appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he 
was sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day.2 Abraham 
looked up and saw three men standing nearby. 9 “Where is your wife 
Sarah?” they asked him.  “There, in the tent,” he said. 
 10 Then one of them said, “I will surely return to you about this time next 
year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.”  Now Sarah was listening at the 
entrance to the tent, which was behind him. 11 Abraham and Sarah were 
already very old, and Sarah was past the age of childbearing. 12 So Sarah 
laughed to herself as she thought, “After I am worn out and my lord is old, 
will I now have this pleasure?”  13 Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Why 
did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child, now that I am old?’ 14 Is 
anything too hard for the Lord? I will return to you at the appointed time 
next year, and Sarah will have a son.”  15 Sarah was afraid, so she lied and 
said, “I did not laugh.”  But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.” 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    

Matt:28:16-20 
 16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus 



had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some 
doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age.”  
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  



Sept. 30, 2018  Week 3 “Joseph: From slave to Deputy Pharoah” 
 
The Collect 
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and 
pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your 
promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from Chapter 27 of the Book of Genesis 
Joseph went after his brothers and found them near Dothan. 18But they 
saw him in the distance, and before he reached them, they plotted to kill 
him.   “Here comes that dreamer!” they said to each other. 20 “Come now, 
let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns and say that a 
ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams.”  
26 Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our brother and 
cover up his blood? 27 Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay 
our hands on him; after all, he is our brother, our own flesh and blood.” 
His brothers agreed.  28 So when the Midianite merchants came by, his 
brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold him for twenty 
shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt. 29 When 
Reuben returned to the cistern and saw that Joseph was not there, he tore 
his clothes. 30 He went back to his brothers and said, “The boy isn’t there! 
Where can I turn now?”  31 Then they got Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a goat 
and dipped the robe in the blood. 32 They took the ornate robe back to 
their father and said, “We found this. Examine it to see whether it is your 
son’s robe.”  33 He recognized it and said, “It is my son’s robe! Some 
ferocious animal has devoured him. Joseph has surely been torn to pieces.”  
34 Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and mourned for his son 
many days. 35 All his sons and daughters came to comfort him, but he 
refused to be comforted. “No,” he said, “I will continue to mourn until I 
join my son in the grave.” So his father wept for him. 36 Meanwhile, the 



Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials, the 
captain of the guard. 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 124 
1 If the Lord had not been on our side, * 
let Israel now say; 
2 If the Lord had not been on our side, * 
when enemies rose up against us; 
3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive * 
in their fierce anger toward us; 
4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * 
and the torrent gone over us; 
5 Then would the raging waters * 
have gone right over us. 
6 Blessed be the Lord! * 
he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 
7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; * 
the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 
8 Our help is in the Name of the Lord, * 
the maker of heaven and earth. 
 
Second Reading  
A reading from Chapter 50   of the Book of Genesis 
15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What 
if Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we 
did to him?” 16 So they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these 
instructions before he died: 17 ‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask 
you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in 
treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the 
God of your father.” When their message came to him, Joseph wept.   18 
His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are 
your slaves,” they said.  19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I 



in the place of God? 20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for 
good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 21 
So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he 
reassured them and spoke kindly to them.  22 Joseph stayed in Egypt, 
along with all his father’s family. He lived a hundred and ten years 23 and 
saw the third generation of Ephraim’s children. 24 Then Joseph said to his 
brothers, “I am about to die. But God will surely come to your aid and take 
you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob.” 25 And Joseph made the Israelites swear an oath and said, 
“God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up 
from this place.” 26 So Joseph died at the age of a hundred and ten. And 
after they embalmed him, he was placed in a coffin in Egypt. 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel   
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke  
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    

Luke 6:27-34 
27 “But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those 
who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat 
you. 29 If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If 
someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 30 Give to 
everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not 
demand it back. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you. 
32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners 
love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who are good to 
you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 34 And if you lend to 
those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even 
sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full.35 But love your 
enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get 
anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of 
the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be 
merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 



 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  



Oct. 7, 2018 Week 4 “Deliverance” 
 
The Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we 
to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us 
the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our 
conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not 
worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our 
Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from Exodus Chapter 3:1-10 
3 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of 
Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to 
Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was 
on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this 
strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.” 
4 When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from 
within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” 
And Moses said, “Here I am.” 
5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place 
where you are standing is holy ground.” 6 Then he said, “I am the God of 
your father,[a] the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of 
Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 
7 The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I 
have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am 
concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them 
from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a 
good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of 
the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And 
now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the 



Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh 
to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.” 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
In place of the Psalm,  Exodus 15:1-6 the Song of Moses and Miriam 
“I will sing to the Lord, for he is highly exalted * Both horse and driver he 
has hurled into the sea. 
 
2 “The Lord is my strength and my defense; he has become my salvation. * 
He is my God, and I will praise him, my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 
 
3 The Lord is a warrior; * the Lord is his name.  
 
4 Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he has hurled into the sea. * The best of 
Pharaoh’s officers are drowned in the Red Sea.  
 
5 The deep waters have covered them; * they sank to the depths like a stone. 
 
6 Your right hand, Lord, was majestic in power. * Your right hand, Lord, 
    shattered the enemy. 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from Exodus 14:13-16, 21-29 
13 Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will 
see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see 
today you will never see again. 14 The Lord will fight for you; you need 
only to be still.” 
15 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the 
Israelites to move on. 16 Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the 
sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry 
ground.  
21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night 
the Lord drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry 



land. The waters were divided, 22 and the Israelites went through the seaon 
dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left. 
23 The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and 
horsemen followed them into the sea. 24 During the last watch of the night 
the Lord looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the Egyptian 
army and threw it into confusion. 25 He jammed[b] the wheels of their 
chariots so that they had difficulty driving. And the Egyptians said, “Let’s 
get away from the Israelites! The Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.” 
26 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that 
the waters may flow back over the Egyptians and their chariots and 
horsemen.” 27 Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at daybreak 
the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians were fleeing toward[c] it, and 
the Lord swept them into the sea. 28 The water flowed back and covered the 
chariots and horsemen—the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed the 
Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived. 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke  
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    

Luke 4:14-22 
14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him 
spread through the whole countryside. 15 He was teaching in their 
synagogues, and everyone praised him. 
16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath 
day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to 
read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, 
he found the place where it is written: 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
    because he has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
    and recovery of sight for the blind, 



to set the oppressed free, 
19     to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”[f] 
20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat 
down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him.21 He 
began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 
22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came 
from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked. 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  



Oct. 14, 2018 Week 5 “New Commands and a New Covenant” 
First Reading: A reading from The Book of Exodus, Chapter 20:1-17 
And God spoke all these words: 
2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land 
of slavery. 
3 “You shall have no other gods before[a] me. 
4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in 
heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.5 You shall not 
bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous 
God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and 
fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a 
thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
7 “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will 
not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 
8 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor 
and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your 
God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or 
daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor any 
foreigner residing in your towns. 11 For in six days the Lord made the 
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the 
seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 
12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the 
land the Lord your God is giving you. 
13 “You shall not murder. 
14 “You shall not commit adultery. 
15 “You shall not steal. 
16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or 
anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 



Psalm 19 
1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * 
and the firmament shows his handiwork. 
2 One day tells its tale to another, * 
and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
3 Although they have no words or language, * 
and their voices are not heard, 
4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 
and their message to the ends of the world. 
5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
and runs about to the end of it again; * 
nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 
7 The law of the Lord is perfect 
and revives the soul; * 
the testimony of the Lord is sure 
and gives wisdom to the innocent. 
8 The statutes of the Lord are just 
and rejoice the heart; * 
the commandment of the Lord is clear 
and gives light to the eyes. 
9 The fear of the Lord is clean 
and endures for ever; * 
the judgments of the Lord are true 
and righteous altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, 
more than much fine gold, * 
sweeter far than honey, 
than honey in the comb. 
11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * 
and in keeping them there is great reward. 



12 Who can tell how often he offends? * 
cleanse me from my secret faults. 
13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
let them not get dominion over me; * 
then shall I be whole and sound, 
and innocent of a great offense. 
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in your sight, * 
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 
 
Second Reading: A Reading from the Book of Exodus, Chapter 32:1-10 
When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the 
mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said, “Come, make us 
gods[a] who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up 
out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.” 
2 Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your 
sons and your daughters are wearing, and bring them to me.” 3 So all the 
people took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron. 4 He took what 
they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a 
calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, “These are your gods,[b]Israel, 
who brought you up out of Egypt.” 
5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced, 
“Tomorrow there will be a festival to the Lord.” 6 So the next day the 
people rose early and sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship 
offerings. Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge 
in revelry. 
7 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom you 
brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. 8 They have been quick to 
turn away from what I commanded them and have made themselves an 
idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to it and 
sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, Israel, who brought 
you up out of Egypt.’ 
9 “I have seen these people,” the Lord said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-
necked people. 10 Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against 



them and that I may destroy them. Then I will make you into a great 
nation.” 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.   

Matthew 22:34-40 
 
34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got 
together. 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this 
question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 
37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest 
commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.” 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  



Oct. 21, 2018  Week 6   “Wandering” 
The Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory 
among the nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church 
throughout the world may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession 
of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from Numbers 11:4-15 
4 The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites 
started wailing and said, “If only we had meat to eat! 5 We remember the 
fish we ate in Egypt at no cost—also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions 
and garlic. 6 But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but 
this manna!” 
7 The manna was like coriander seed and looked like resin. 8 The people 
went around gathering it, and then ground it in a hand mill or crushed it in 
a mortar. They cooked it in a pot or made it into loaves. And it tasted like 
something made with olive oil. 9 When the dew settled on the camp at 
night, the manna also came down. 
10 Moses heard the people of every family wailing at the entrance to their 
tents. The Lord became exceedingly angry, and Moses was troubled.11 He 
asked the Lord, “Why have you brought this trouble on your servant? 
What have I done to displease you that you put the burden of all these 
people on me? 12 Did I conceive all these people? Did I give them birth? 
Why do you tell me to carry them in my arms, as a nurse carries an 
infant, to the land you promised on oath to their ancestors?13 Where can I 
get meat for all these people? They keep wailing to me, ‘Give us meat to 
eat!’ 14 I cannot carry all these people by myself; the burden is too heavy for 
me. 15 If this is how you are going to treat me, please go ahead and kill 
me—if I have found favor in your eyes—and do not let me face my own 
ruin.” 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 



Psalm 78:1-17 
1   Hear my teaching, O my people; *  incline your ears to the words of my 
mouth. 
   
2I   will open my mouth in a parable; * I will declare the mysteries of 
ancient times. 
 
3   That which we have heard and known, and what our forefathers have 
told us, * we will not hide from their children. 
   
4   We will recount to generations to come the praiseworthy deeds and the 
power of the LORD, *    and the wonderful works he has done. 
   
5   He gave his decrees to Jacob and established a law for Israel, * which he 
commanded them to teach their children; 
   
6   That the generations to come might know, and the children yet unborn; 
* that they in their turn might tell it to their children; 
   
7   So that they might put their trust in God, *and not forget the deeds of 
God,  but keep his commandments; 
   
8   And not be like their forefathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation, * 
a generation whose heart was not steadfast,     and whose spirit was not 
faithful to God. 
   
9   The people of Ephraim, armed with the bow, * turned back in the day of 
battle; 
   
10   They did not keep the covenant of God, * and refused to walk in his 
law; 
   
11   They forgot what he had done, * and the wonders he had shown them. 
   



12   He worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers, *  in the land of 
Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 
   
13   He split open the sea and let them pass through; * he made the waters 
stand up like walls. 
 
14   He led them with a cloud by day, * and all the night through with a 
glow of fire. 
   
15   He split the hard rocks in the wilderness * and gave them drink as from 
the great deep. 
   
16 He brought streams out of the cliff, *  and the waters gushed out like 
rivers. 
   
17 But they went on sinning against him, * rebelling in the desert against 
the Most High. 
 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from Deuteronomy 6:1-12 
 These are the commands, decrees and laws the Lord your God directed me 
to teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to 
possess, 2 so that you, your children and their children after them may 
fear the Lord your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and 
commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life. 3 Hear, 
Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you 
may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as 
the Lord, the God of your ancestors, promised you. 
4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.[a] 5 Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be on your 
hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at 
home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when 



you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your 
foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your 
gates. 
10 When the Lord your God brings you into the land he swore to your 
fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you—a land with large, 
flourishing cities you did not build, 11 houses filled with all kinds of good 
things you did not provide, wells you did not dig, and vineyards and olive 
groves you did not plant—then when you eat and are satisfied,12 be careful 
that you do not forget the Lord, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the 
land of slavery. 
 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John  
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    

John 6:30-35 
30 So they asked him, “What sign then will you give that we may see it and 
believe you? What will you do? 31 Our ancestors ate the manna in the 
wilderness; as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’[c]” 
32 Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given 
you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true 
bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the bread that comes down 
from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 “Sir,” they said, “always give 
us this bread.” 35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever 
comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never 
be thirsty. 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  



Oct. 28, 2018  Week 7   “The battle begins ” 
 
The Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and 
charity; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you 
command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from Joshua 2:1-9,12,13 
Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. “Go, look 
over the land,” he said, “especially Jericho.” So they went and entered the 
house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there. 
2 The king of Jericho was told, “Look, some of the Israelites have come here 
tonight to spy out the land.” 3 So the king of Jericho sent this message to 
Rahab: “Bring out the men who came to you and entered your house, 
because they have come to spy out the whole land.” 
4 But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. She said, “Yes, 
the men came to me, but I did not know where they had come from. 5 At 
dusk, when it was time to close the city gate, they left. I don’t know which 
way they went. Go after them quickly. You may catch up with them.” 6 (But 
she had taken them up to the roof and hidden them under the stalks of 
flax she had laid out on the roof.) 7 So the men set out in pursuit of the spies 
on the road that leads to the fords of the Jordan, and as soon as the 
pursuers had gone out, the gate was shut. 
8 Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof 9 and said 
to them, “I know that the Lord has given you this land and that a great 
fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are melting 
in fear because of you.  
12 “Now then, please swear to me by the Lord that you will show 
kindness to my family, because I have shown kindness to you. Give me a 
sure sign 13 that you will spare the lives of my father and mother, my 
brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them—and that you will save us 
from death.” 



14 “Our lives for your lives!” the men assured her. “If you don’t tell what we 
are doing, we will treat you kindly and faithfully when the Lord gives us 
the land.” 
15 So she let them down by a rope through the window, for the house she 
lived in was part of the city wall. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
Psalm 34:1-8 
1 I will bless the Lord at all times; *  
his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 
2 I will glory in the Lord; *  
let the humble hear and rejoice. 
3 Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; *  
let us exalt his Name together. 
4 I sought the Lord, and he answered me *  
and delivered me out of all my terror. 
5 Look upon him and be radiant, *  
and let not your faces be ashamed. 
6 I called in my affliction and the Lord heard me *  
and saved me from all my troubles. 
7 The angel of the Lord encompasses those who fear him, *  
and he will deliver them. 
8 Taste and see that the Lord is good; *  
happy are they who trust in him! 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from Joshua Chapter 24:11-18 
11 “‘Then you crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho. The citizens of Jericho 
fought against you, as did also the Amorites, Perizzites, Canaanites, 
Hittites, Girgashites, Hivites and Jebusites, but I gave them into your 
hands. 12 I sent the hornet ahead of you, which drove them out before 



you—also the two Amorite kings. You did not do it with your own sword 
and bow. 13 So I gave you a land on which you did not toil and cities you 
did not build; and you live in them and eat from vineyards and olive 
groves that you did not plant.’ 
14 “Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the 
gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in 
Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to 
you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the 
gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my 
household, we will serve the Lord.” 
16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the Lord to serve 
other gods! 17 It was the Lord our God himself who brought us and our 
parents up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those 
great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and 
among all the nations through which we traveled.18 And the Lord drove 
out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the 
land. We too will serve the Lord, because he is our God.” 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to   
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
Luke 12:27-34  
Jesus said, “Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or 
spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like 
one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here 
today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe 
you—you of little faith! And do not set your heart on what you will eat or 
drink; do not worry about it.  For the pagan world runs after all such 
things, and your Father knows that you need them. But seek his kingdom, 
and these things will be given to you as well. 



 
“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you 
the kingdom.  Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses 
for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never 
fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys.  For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  



Nov. 4, 2018  Week 8   “A few good men…and women” 
 
The Collect 
Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift that your faithful people 
offer you true and laudable service: Grant that we may run without 
stumbling to obtain your heavenly promises; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from Judges 4:5-9,14-15,18-21 
4 Now Deborah, a prophet, the wife of Lappidoth, was leading Israel at 
that time. 5 She held court under the Palm of Deborah between Ramah and 
Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites went up to her to 
have their disputes decided. 6 She sent for Barak and said to him, “The 
Lord, the God of Israel, commands you: ‘Go, take with you ten thousand 
men of Naphtali and Zebulun and lead them up to Mount Tabor. 7 I will 
lead Sisera, the commander of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his 
troops to the Kishon River and give him into your hands.’” 8 Barak said to 
her, “If you go with me, I will go; but if you don’t go with me, I won’t go.” 
9 “Certainly I will go with you,” said Deborah. “But because of the course 
you are taking, the honor will not be yours, for the Lord will deliver Sisera 
into the hands of a woman.”  14 Then Deborah said to Barak, “Go! This is 
the day the Lord has given Sisera into your hands. Has not the Lord gone 
ahead of you?” So Barak went down Mount Tabor, with ten thousand men 
following him. 15 At Barak’s advance, the Lord routed Sisera and all his 
chariots and army by the sword. Sisera, meanwhile, fled on foot to the tent 
of Jael. 18 Jael went out to meet Sisera and said to him, “Come, my lord, 
come right in. Don’t be afraid.” So he entered her tent, and she covered him 
with a blanket. 20 “Stand in the doorway of the tent,” he told her. “If 
someone comes by and asks you, ‘Is anyone in there?’ say ‘No.’” 21 But Jael 
picked up a tent peg and a hammer and went quietly to him while he lay 
fast asleep, exhausted. She drove the peg through his temple into the 
ground, and he died. 



Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Psalm 
Psalm 24 
1 The earth is the Lord's and all that is in it, * 
the world and all who dwell therein. 
2 For it is he who founded it upon the seas * 
and made it firm upon the rivers of the deep. 
3 "Who can ascend the hill of the Lord? " * 
and who can stand in his holy place?" 
4 "Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, * 
who have not pledged themselves to falsehood, 
nor sworn by what is a fraud. 
5 They shall receive a blessing from the Lord * 
and a just reward from the God of their salvation." 
6 Such is the generation of those who seek him, * 
of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob. 
7 Lift up your heads, O gates; 
lift them high, O everlasting doors; * 
and the King of glory shall come in. 
8 "Who is this King of glory?" * 
"The Lord, strong and mighty, 
the Lord, mighty in battle." 
9 Lift up your heads, O gates; 
lift them high, O everlasting doors; * 
and the King of glory shall come in. 
10 "Who is he, this King of glory?" * 
"The Lord of hosts, 
he is the King of glory." 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from Judges 6:11-16 



11 The angel of the Lord came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that 
belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat 
in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites. 12 When the angel of the 
Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.” 
13 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but if the Lord is with us, why 
has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our ancestors 
told us about when they said, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up out of Egypt?’ 
But now the Lord has abandoned us and given us into the hand of 
Midian.”14 The Lord turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have 
and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?”15 “Pardon 
me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but how can I save Israel? My clan is the 
weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.”16 The Lord 
answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites, 
leaving none alive.” 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
Luke 8:1-3 
 After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with 
him, 2 and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and 
diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come 
out; 3 Joanna the wife of Chuza, the manager of Herod’s household; 
Susanna; and many others. These women were helping to support them 
out of their own means. 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  



Nov. 11, 2018  Week  9 “The faith of a foreign woman” 
 
The Collect 
O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the 
works of the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: 
Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, 
when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like 
him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from Ruth 1:3-9,14-19 
3 Now Elimelek, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with her two 
sons. 4 They married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other 
Ruth. After they had lived there about ten years, 5 both Mahlon and 
Kilion also died, and Naomi was left without her two sons and her 
husband.6 When Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord had come to the aid of 
his people by providing food for them, she and her daughters-in-law 
prepared to return home from there. 7 With her two daughters-in-law she 
left the place where she had been living and set out on the road that would 
take them back to the land of Judah. 8 Then Naomi said to her two 
daughters-in-law, “Go back, each of you, to your mother’s home. May 
the Lord show you kindness, as you have shown kindness to your dead 
husbands and to me. 9 May the Lord grant that each of you will find rest in 
the home of another husband.” 14 At this they wept aloud again. Then 
Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth clung to her. 
15 “Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her people and 
her gods. Go back with her.” 16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave 
you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I 
will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 17 Where 
you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord deal with me, be 
it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.” 18 When Naomi 
realized that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped urging her. 



19 So the two women went on until they came to Bethlehem. When they 
arrived in Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of them, and the 
women exclaimed, “Can this be Naomi?” 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
The Psalm 
Psalm 127 
Nisi Dominus 
1 Unless the Lord builds the house, * 
their labor is in vain who build it. 
2 Unless the Lord watches over the city, * 
in vain the watchman keeps his vigil. 
3 It is in vain that you rise so early and go to bed so late; * 
vain, too, to eat the bread of toil, 
for he gives to his beloved sleep. 
4 Children are a heritage from the Lord, * 
and the fruit of the womb is a gift. 
5 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior * 
are the children of one's youth. 
6 Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them! * 
he shall not be put to shame 
when he contends with his enemies in the gate. 
 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 
Naomi her mother-in-law said to Ruth, “My daughter, I need to seek some 
security for you, so that it may be well with you. Now here is our kinsman 
Boaz, with whose young women you have been working. See, he is 
winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor. Now wash and anoint 
yourself, and put on your best clothes and go down to the threshing floor; 
but do not make yourself known to the man until he has finished eating 



and drinking. When he lies down, observe the place where he lies; then, go 
and uncover his feet and lie down; and he will tell you what to do.” She 
said to her, “All that you tell me I will do.” 
So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When they came together, 
the Lord made her conceive, and she bore a son. Then the women said to 
Naomi, “Blessed be the Lord, who has not left you this day without next-
of-kin; and may his name be renowned in Israel! He shall be to you a 
restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age; for your daughter-in-law 
who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has borne him.” Then 
Naomi took the child and laid him in her bosom, and became his nurse. 
The women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A son has been 
born to Naomi.” They named him Obed; he became the father of Jesse, the 
father of David. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
The Gospel  
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Matthew 15:21-28 
21 Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon.22 A 
Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of 
David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering 
terribly.” 
23 Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, 
“Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.” 
24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” 
25 The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said. 
26 He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the 
dogs.” 
27 “Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from 
their master’s table.” 



28 Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is 
granted.” And her daughter was healed at that moment. 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  



Nov. 18, 2018  Week 10  “Standing tall, falling hard” 
 
The Collect 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: 
Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that 
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, 
which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from 1 Samuel 12:12-25 
12 “But when you saw that Nahash king of the Ammonites was moving 
against you, you said to me, ‘No, we want a king to rule over us’—even 
though the Lord your God was your king. 13 Now here is the king you have 
chosen, the one you asked for; see, the Lord has set a king over you. 14 If 
you fear the Lord and serve and obey him and do not rebelagainst his 
commands, and if both you and the king who reigns over you follow 
the Lord your God—good! 15 But if you do not obey the Lord, and if you 
rebel against his commands, his hand will be against you, as it was against 
your ancestors. 
16 “Now then, stand still and see this great thing the Lord is about to do 
before your eyes! 17 Is it not wheat harvest now? I will call on the Lord to 
send thunder and rain. And you will realize what an evil thing you did in 
the eyes of the Lord when you asked for a king.” 
18 Then Samuel called on the Lord, and that same day the Lord sent thunder 
and rain. So all the people stood in awe of the Lord and of Samuel. 
19 The people all said to Samuel, “Pray to the Lord your God for your 
servants so that we will not die, for we have added to all our other sins the 
evil of asking for a king.” 
20 “Do not be afraid,” Samuel replied. “You have done all this evil; yet do 
not turn away from the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart.21 Do 
not turn away after useless idols. They can do you no good, nor can they 
rescue you, because they are useless. 22 For the sake of his great 
name the Lord will not reject his people, because the Lord was pleased to 



make you his own. 23 As for me, far be it from me that I should sin against 
the Lord by failing to pray for you. And I will teach you the way that is 
good and right. 24 But be sure to fear the Lord and serve him faithfully with 
all your heart; consider what great things he has done for you. 25 Yet if you 
persist in doing evil, both you and your king will perish.” 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
Psalm 16 
1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; * 
I have said to the Lord, "You are my Lord, 
my good above all other." 
2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, * 
upon those who are noble among the people. 
3 But those who run after other gods * 
shall have their troubles multiplied. 
4 Their libations of blood I will not offer, * 
nor take the names of their gods upon my lips. 
5 O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; * 
it is you who uphold my lot. 
6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; * 
indeed, I have a goodly heritage. 
7 I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; * 
my heart teaches me, night after night. 
8 I have set the Lord always before me; * 
because he is at my right hand I shall not fall. 
9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; * 
my body also shall rest in hope. 
10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, * 
nor let your holy one see the Pit. 



11 You will show me the path of life; * 
in your presence there is fullness of joy, 
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 
 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from 1 Samuel 13:5-14 
5 The Philistines assembled to fight Israel, with three thousand chariots, six 
thousand charioteers, and soldiers as numerous as the sand on the 
seashore. They went up and camped at Mikmash, east of Beth 
Aven. 6 When the Israelites saw that their situation was critical and that 
their army was hard pressed, they hid in caves and thickets, among the 
rocks, and in pits and cisterns. 7 Some Hebrews even crossed the Jordan to 
the land of Gad and Gilead. 
Saul remained at Gilgal, and all the troops with him were quaking with 
fear. 8 He waited seven days, the time set by Samuel; but Samuel did not 
come to Gilgal, and Saul’s men began to scatter. 9 So he said, “Bring me the 
burnt offering and the fellowship offerings.” And Saul offered up the burnt 
offering. 10 Just as he finished making the offering, Samuel arrived, and 
Saul went out to greet him. 
11 “What have you done?” asked Samuel. 
Saul replied, “When I saw that the men were scattering, and that you did 
not come at the set time, and that the Philistines were assembling at 
Mikmash, 12 I thought, ‘Now the Philistines will come down against me at 
Gilgal, and I have not sought the Lord’s favor.’ So I felt compelled to offer 
the burnt offering.” 
13 “You have done a foolish thing,” Samuel said. “You have not kept the 
command the Lord your God gave you; if you had, he would have 
established your kingdom over Israel for all time. 14 But now your 
kingdom will not endure; the Lord has sought out a man after his own 
heart and appointed him ruler of his people, because you have not kept 
the Lord’s command.” 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 



People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
The Gospel  
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.   
Matthew 22:31-46  
41 While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them,42 “What 
do you think about the Messiah? Whose son is he?” 
“The son of David,” they replied. 
43 He said to them, “How is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls 
him ‘Lord’? For he says, 
44 “‘The Lord said to my Lord: 
    “Sit at my right hand 
until I put your enemies 
    under your feet.”’[e] 
45 If then David calls him ‘Lord,’ how can he be his son?” 46 No one could 
say a word in reply, and from that day on no one dared to ask him any 
more questions. 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  



Nov. 25, 2018  Week11  “From shepherd to king” Christ the King Sunday 
 
The Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your 
well-beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant 
that the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed 
and brought together under his most gracious rule; who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from 1 Samuel 18:6-16 
6 When the men were returning home after David had killed the Philistine, 
the women came out from all the towns of Israel to meet King Saul with 
singing and dancing, with joyful songs and with timbrels and lyres. 7 As 
they danced, they sang: 
“Saul has slain his thousands, 
    and David his tens of thousands.” 
8 Saul was very angry; this refrain displeased him greatly. “They have 
credited David with tens of thousands,” he thought, “but me with only 
thousands. What more can he get but the kingdom?” 9 And from that time 
on Saul kept a close eye on David. 
10 The next day an evil[a] spirit from God came forcefully on Saul. He was 
prophesying in his house, while David was playing the lyre, as he 
usuallydid. Saul had a spear in his hand 11 and he hurled it, saying to 
himself,“I’ll pin David to the wall.” But David eluded him twice. 
12 Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was with David but had 
departed from Saul. 13 So he sent David away from him and gave him 
command over a thousand men, and David led the troops in their 
campaigns. 14 In everything he did he had great success, because 
the Lord was with him. 15 When Saul saw how successful he was, he was 
afraid of him. 16 But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he led them 
in their campaigns. 
 
 



Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
The Psalm 
Psalm 23 
1 The Lord is my shepherd; * 
I shall not be in want. 
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 
and leads me beside still waters. 
3 He revives my soul * 
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no 
evil; * 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup is running over. 
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from 2 Samuel 5:1-10 
All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said, “We are your 
own flesh and blood. 2 In the past, while Saul was king over us, you were 
the one who led Israel on their military campaigns. And the Lord said to 
you, ‘You will shepherd my people Israel, and you will become their 
ruler.’” 
3 When all the elders of Israel had come to King David at Hebron, the king 
made a covenant with them at Hebron before the Lord, and they 
anointed David king over Israel. 



4 David was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned forty 
years. 5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months,and in 
Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Judah thirty-three years. 
6 The king and his men marched to Jerusalem to attack the Jebusites, who 
lived there. The Jebusites said to David, “You will not get in here; even the 
blind and the lame can ward you off.” They thought, “David cannot get in 
here.” 7 Nevertheless, David captured the fortress of Zion—which is the 
City of David. 
8 On that day David had said, “Anyone who conquers the Jebusites will 
have to use the water shaft to reach those ‘lame and blind’ who are David’s 
enemies.” That is why they say, “The ‘blind and lame’ will not enter the 
palace.” 
9 David then took up residence in the fortress and called it the City of 
David. He built up the area around it, from the terraces[b] inward. 10 And he 
became more and more powerful, because the Lord God Almighty was 
with him. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
The Gospel  
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
John 18:33-37 
33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, 
“Are you the king of the Jews?” 
34 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about 
me?” 
35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed 
you over to me. What is it you have done?” 
36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants 
would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my 
kingdom is from another place.” 



37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. 
Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born 
and came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of 
truth listens to me.” 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  



Dec. 2, 2018  Week 12  “The trials of a king”  Advent 1 
 
The Collect 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put 
on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son 
Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he 
shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the 
dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from 2nd Samuel 12:1-12 
The Lord sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, There were 
two men in a certain town, one rich and the other poor.2 The rich man had a 
very large number of sheep and cattle, 3 but the poor man had nothing 
except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with 
him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept 
in his arms. It was like a daughter to him. 
4 “Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from 
taking one of his own sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who 
had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that belonged to the poor 
man and prepared it for the one who had come to him.” 
5 David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely 
as the Lord lives, the man who did this must die! 6 He must pay for that 
lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.” 
7 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the Lord, the 
God of Israel, says: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you 
from the hand of Saul. 8 I gave your master’s house to you, and your 
master’s wives into your arms. I gave you all Israel and Judah. And if all 
this had been too little, I would have given you even more. 9 Why did you 
despise the word of the Lord by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck 
down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. 
You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10 Now, therefore, the 



sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me and 
took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.’ 
11 “This is what the Lord says: ‘Out of your own household I am going to 
bring calamity on you. Before your very eyes I will take your wives and 
give them to one who is close to you, and he will sleep with your wives in 
broad daylight. 12 You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad 
daylight before all Israel.’” 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 132:1-13 
1 Lord, remember David, * 
and all the hardships he endured; 
2 How he swore an oath to the Lord * 
and vowed a vow to the Mighty One of Jacob: 
3 "I will not come under the roof of my house," * 
nor climb up into my bed; 
4 I will not allow my eyes to sleep, * 
nor let my eyelids slumber; 
5 Until I find a place for the Lord, * 
a dwelling for the Mighty One of Jacob." 
6 "The ark! We heard it was in Ephratah; * 
we found it in the fields of Jearim. 
7 Let us go to God's dwelling place; * 
let us fall upon our knees before his footstool." 
8 Arise, O Lord, into your resting-place, * 
you and the ark of your strength. 
9 Let your priests be clothed with righteousness; * 
let your faithful people sing with joy. 
10 For your servant David's sake, * 
do not turn away the face of your Anointed. 
11 The Lord has sworn an oath to David; * 
in truth, he will not break it: 



12 "A son, the fruit of your body * 
will I set upon your throne. 
13 If your children keep my covenant 
and my testimonies that I shall teach them, * 
their children will sit upon your throne for evermore." 
 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from 2nd Samuel Chapter 13:21-34 
21 When King David heard all this, he was furious. 22 And Absalom never 
said a word to Amnon, either good or bad; he hated Amnon because he 
had disgraced his sister Tamar. 
Absalom Kills Amnon 
23 Two years later, when Absalom’s sheepshearers were at Baal Hazor near 
the border of Ephraim, he invited all the king’s sons to come 
there.24 Absalom went to the king and said, “Your servant has had shearers 
come. Will the king and his attendants please join me?” 
25 “No, my son,” the king replied. “All of us should not go; we would only 
be a burden to you.” Although Absalom urged him, he still refused to go 
but gave him his blessing. 
26 Then Absalom said, “If not, please let my brother Amnon come with us.” 
The king asked him, “Why should he go with you?” 27 But Absalom urged 
him, so he sent with him Amnon and the rest of the king’s sons. 
28 Absalom ordered his men, “Listen! When Amnon is in high spirits from 
drinking wine and I say to you, ‘Strike Amnon down,’ then kill him. Don’t 
be afraid. Haven’t I given you this order? Be strong and brave.” 29 So 
Absalom’s men did to Amnon what Absalom had ordered. Then all the 
king’s sons got up, mounted their mules and fled. 
30 While they were on their way, the report came to David: “Absalom has 
struck down all the king’s sons; not one of them is left.” 31 The king stood 
up, tore his clothes and lay down on the ground; and all his attendants 
stood by with their clothes torn. 
32 But Jonadab son of Shimeah, David’s brother, said, “My lord should not 
think that they killed all the princes; only Amnon is dead. This has been 



Absalom’s express intention ever since the day Amnon raped his sister 
Tamar. 33 My lord the king should not be concerned about the report that 
all the king’s sons are dead. Only Amnon is dead.” 
34 Meanwhile, Absalom had fled. 
 
 
 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
The Gospel  
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to   
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
Luke 21:25-36 
Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on 
the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the 
waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon 
the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 
'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. Now when 
these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because 
your redemption is drawing near." 
Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon 
as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is 
already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know 
that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not 
pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will not pass away. 
"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation 
and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you 
unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of 
the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the 



strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before 
the Son of Man." 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  



Dec 9, 2018   “Prepare the way of the Lord”  Advent 2 (no Story) 
 
The Collect 
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed 
their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming 
of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from Malachi 3:1-4 
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of 
the covenant in whom you delight-- indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of 
hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when 
he appears? 
For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine 
them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in 
righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
In place of the psalm 
The Song of Zechariah     Benedictus Dominus Deus 
Luke 1: 68-79 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 
he has come to his people and set them free. 
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
born of the house of his servant David. 
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 



that he would save us from our enemies, * 
from the hands of all who hate us. 
He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
and to remember his holy covenant. 
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
Free to worship him without fear, * 
holy and righteous in his sight  
all the days of our life. 
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 
In the tender compassion of our God * 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from Philippians 1:3-11 
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in 
every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the 
gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who 
began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of 
Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because 
you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God's grace with me, both 
in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For 
God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ 
Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more 
with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so 
that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced 



the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory 
and praise of God. 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
The Gospel  
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
Luke 3:1-6 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate 
was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother 
Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 
Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 
God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the 
region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet 
Isaiah, 
"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
'Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways made smooth; 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  



Dec. 16, 2018  “From shame to praise” Advent 3   No Story 
 
The Collect 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, 
because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and 
mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 
shout, O Israel! 
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
O daughter Jerusalem! 
The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, 
he has turned away your enemies. 
The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 
you shall fear disaster no more. 
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
Do not fear, O Zion; 
do not let your hands grow weak. 
The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 
a warrior who gives victory; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
he will renew you in his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing 
as on a day of festival. 
I will remove disaster from you, 
so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
I will deal with all your oppressors 
at that time. 
And I will save the lame 
and gather the outcast, 



and I will change their shame into praise 
and renown in all the earth. 
At that time I will bring you home, 
at the time when I gather you; 
for I will make you renowned and praised 
among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes 
before your eyes, says the Lor 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
In place of the psalm the First Song of Isaiah 
Isaiah 12:2-6 
Surely, it is God who saves me; * 
I will trust in him and not be afraid. 
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 
and he will be my Savior. 
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 
from the springs of salvation. 
And on that day you shall say, * 
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 
Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 
see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 
and this is known in all the world. 
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 



The Second Reading 
A reading from Philippians 4:4-7 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
The Gospel  
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
Luke 3:7-18 
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy 
of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our 
ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire." 
And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?" In reply he said to 
them, "Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and 
whoever has food must do likewise." Even tax collectors came to be 
baptized, and they asked him, "Teacher, what should we do?" He said to 
them, "Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you." Soldiers also 
asked him, "And we, what should we do?" He said to them, "Do not extort 
money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with 
your wages." 
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in 
their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John 
answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who is 



more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into 
his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 
So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the 
people. 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
  



Dec. 23, 2018 “Remembering mercy”  Advent 4  No Story 
 
The Collect 
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your 
Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for 
himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from Micah 5:2-5a 
You, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
one who is to rule in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, 
from ancient days. 
Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return 
to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
to the ends of the earth; 
and he shall be the one of peace. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
In place of the psalm the Song of Mary Magnificat 
Luke 1:46-55 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 



my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *  
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him * 
in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 
to Abraham and his children for ever. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from Hebrews 10:5-10 
When Christ came into the world, he said, 
"Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
but a body you have prepared for me; 
in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
you have taken no pleasure. 
Then I said, 'See, God, I have come to do your will, O God' 
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me)." 
When he said above, "You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in 
sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings" (these are 
offered according to the law), then he added, "See, I have come to do your 
will." He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. And it is by 



God's will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel  
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to   
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
Luke 1:39-45(46-55) 
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 
When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, 
"Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 
And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to 
me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my 
womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be 
a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord." 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
 
Dec. 24, 2018 Christmas Eve 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-14(15-20) 
Psalm 96 
  



Dec. 30, 2018  Week   “The Story so far…” 
 
The Collect 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: 
Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that 
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, 
which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from Genesis 3:18-25 
18 The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a 
helper suitable for him.” 
19 Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the wild animalsand 
all the birds in the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would 
name them; and whatever the man called each living creature,that was its 
name. 20 So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds in the sky and 
all the wild animals. 
But for Adam[f] no suitable helper was found. 21 So the Lord God caused the 
man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the 
man’s ribs[g] and then closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then the Lord God 
made a woman from the rib[h] he had taken out of the man, and he brought 
her to the man. 
23 The man said, 
“This is now bone of my bones 
    and flesh of my flesh; 
she shall be called ‘woman,’ 
    for she was taken out of man.” 
24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, 
and they become one flesh. 
25 Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 



 
 
Psalm 147:13-21 
13 Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; * 
praise your God, O Zion; 
14 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; * 
he has blessed your children within you. 
15 He has established peace on your borders; * 
he satisfies you with the finest wheat. 
16 He sends out his command to the earth, * 
and his word runs very swiftly. 
17 He gives snow like wool; * 
he scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 
18 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; * 
who can stand against his cold? 
19 He sends forth his word and melts them; * 
he blows with his wind, and the waters flow. 
20 He declares his word to Jacob, * 
his statutes and his judgments to Israel. 
21 He has not done so to any other nation; * 
to them he has not revealed his judgments. 
Hallelujah! 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from Judges 20:29-36 
29 Then Israel set an ambush around Gibeah. 30 They went up against the 
Benjamites on the third day and took up positions against Gibeah as they 
had done before. 31 The Benjamites came out to meet them and were drawn 
away from the city. They began to inflict casualties on the Israelites as 
before, so that about thirty men fell in the open field and on the roads—the 
one leading to Bethel and the other to Gibeah. 32 While the Benjamites were 
saying, “We are defeating them as before,” the Israelites were saying, 
“Let’s retreat and draw them away from the city to the roads.” 



33 All the men of Israel moved from their places and took up positions at 
Baal Tamar, and the Israelite ambush charged out of its place on the 
west[c] of Gibeah.[d] 34 Then ten thousand of Israel’s able young men made a 
frontal attack on Gibeah. The fighting was so heavy that the Benjamites did 
not realize how near disaster was. 35 The Lord defeated Benjamin before 
Israel, and on that day the Israelites struck down 25,100 Benjamites, all 
armed with swords. 36 Then the Benjamites saw that they were beaten. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel 
John 1:1-18  
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What 
has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of 
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. (John 
testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes 
after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") From his fullness 
we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through 



Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen 
God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has 
made him known. 
    
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
  



Jan. 6, 2019  Week   “Star gazing” 
 
The Collect 
O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the 
peoples of the earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your 
presence, where we may see your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from 1 Samuel 8:1-9 
When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as Israel’s leaders.[a]2 The 
name of his firstborn was Joel and the name of his second was Abijah, and 
they served at Beersheba. 3 But his sons did not follow his ways. They 
turned aside after dishonest gain and accepted bribes and perverted justice. 
4 So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at 
Ramah. 5 They said to him, “You are old, and your sons do not follow your 
ways; now appoint a king to lead[b] us, such as all the other nationshave.” 
6 But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this displeasedSamuel; so 
he prayed to the Lord. 7 And the Lord told him: “Listen to all that the 
people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have 
rejected me as their king. 8 As they have done from the day I brought them 
up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so 
they are doing to you. 9 Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly and 
let them know what the king who will reign over them will claim as his 
rights.” 
 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 72:1-7,10-14 
1 Give the King your justice, O God, * 
and your righteousness to the King's Son; 



2 That he may rule your people righteously * 
and the poor with justice; 
3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 
and the little hills bring righteousness. 
4 He shall defend the needy among the people; * 
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 
5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 
from one generation to another. 
6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 
like showers that water the earth. 
7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, * 
and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifts. 
11 All kings shall bow down before him, * 
and all the nations do him service. 
12 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, * 
and the oppressed who has no helper. 
13 He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; * 
he shall preserve the lives of the needy. 
14 He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, * 
and dear shall their blood be in his sight. 
 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from 2nd Samuel 5:1-7 
All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said, “We are your 
own flesh and blood. 2 In the past, while Saul was king over us, you were 
the one who led Israel on their military campaigns. And the Lord said to 
you, ‘You will shepherd my people Israel, and you will become their 
ruler.’” 
3 When all the elders of Israel had come to King David at Hebron, the king 
made a covenant with them at Hebron before the Lord, and they 
anointed David king over Israel. 



4 David was thirty years old when he became king, and he reigned forty 
years. 5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months, and 
in Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Judah thirty-three years. 
6 The king and his men marched to Jerusalem to attack the Jebusites, who 
lived there. The Jebusites said to David, “You will not get in here; even the 
blind and the lame can ward you off.” They thought, “David cannot get in 
here.” 7 Nevertheless, David captured the fortress of Zion—which is the 
City of David. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel  
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
Matthew 2:1-12 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 
come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was 
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah 
was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 
`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the 
exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found 
him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When 
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 



the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with 
Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they left for their own country by another road. 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
  



Jan. 13, 2019  Week 13   “The King who had it all” 
 
The Collect 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: 
Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that 
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, 
which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from 1 Kings 2:1-12 
When the time drew near for David to die, he gave a charge to Solomon his 
son. 
2 “I am about to go the way of all the earth,” he said. “So be strong, act like 
a man, 3 and observe what the Lord your God requires: Walk in obedience 
to him, and keep his decrees and commands, his laws and regulations, as 
written in the Law of Moses. Do this so that you may prosper in all you do 
and wherever you go 4 and that the Lord may keep his promise to me: ‘If 
your descendants watch how they live, and if they walk faithfully before 
me with all their heart and soul, you will never fail to have a successor on 
the throne of Israel.’ 
5 “Now you yourself know what Joab son of Zeruiah did to me—what he 
did to the two commanders of Israel’s armies, Abner son of Ner and 
Amasa son of Jether. He killed them, shedding their blood in peacetime as 
if in battle, and with that blood he stained the belt around his waist and the 
sandals on his feet. 6 Deal with him according to your wisdom,but do not 
let his gray head go down to the grave in peace. 
7 “But show kindness to the sons of Barzillai of Gilead and let them be 
among those who eat at your table. They stood by me when I fled from 
your brother Absalom. 
8 “And remember, you have with you Shimei son of Gera, the Benjamite 
from Bahurim, who called down bitter curses on me the day I went to 
Mahanaim. When he came down to meet me at the Jordan, I swore to him 
by the Lord: ‘I will not put you to death by the sword.’ 9 But now, do not 



consider him innocent. You are a man of wisdom; you will know what to 
do to him. Bring his gray head down to the grave in blood.” 
10 Then David rested with his ancestors and was buried in the City of 
David. 11 He had reigned forty years over Israel—seven years in Hebron 
and thirty-three in Jerusalem. 12 So Solomon sat on the throne of his father 
David, and his rule was firmly established. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
Psalm 29 
1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, * 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; * 
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; 
the God of glory thunders; * 
the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
4 The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; * 
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 
5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; * 
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
7 The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; 
the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; * 
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
8 The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe * 
and strips the forests bare. 
9 And in the temple of the Lord * 
all are crying, "Glory!" 
10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; * 
the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore. 



11 The Lord shall give strength to his people; * 
the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 
 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from 2 Chronicles 5:1,7,12-14 
When all the work Solomon had done for the temple of the Lord was 
finished, he brought in the things his father David had dedicated—the 
silver and gold and all the furnishings—and he placed them in the 
treasuries of God’s temple. 
7 The priests then brought the ark of the Lord’s covenant to its place in the 
inner sanctuary of the temple, the Most Holy Place, and put it beneath the 
wings of the cherubim.  
 They were accompanied by 120 priests sounding trumpets. 13 The 
trumpeters and musicians joined in unison to give praise and thanks to 
the Lord. Accompanied by trumpets, cymbals and other instruments, the 
singers raised their voices in praise to the Lord and sang: 
“He is good; 
    his love endures forever.” 
Then the temple of the Lord was filled with the cloud, 14 and the priests 
could not perform their service because of the cloud, for the glory of 
the Lord filled the temple of God. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel  
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in 
their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John 
answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with water; but one who is 
more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 



sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing 
fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into 
his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from 
heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased." 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
  



Jan. 20, 2019  Week 14   “A kingdom torn in two” 
 
The Collect 
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: 
Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may 
shine with the radiance of Christ's glory, that he may be known, 
worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from 1 Kings 12:1-10 
Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had gone there to make him 
king. 2 When Jeroboam son of Nebat heard this (he was still in Egypt, 
where he had fled from King Solomon), he returned from[a]Egypt. 3 So they 
sent for Jeroboam, and he and the whole assembly of Israel went to 
Rehoboam and said to him: 4 “Your father put a heavy yoke on us, but now 
lighten the harsh labor and the heavy yoke he put on us, and we will serve 
you.” 
5 Rehoboam answered, “Go away for three days and then come back to 
me.” So the people went away. 
6 Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders who had served his father 
Solomon during his lifetime. “How would you advise me to answer these 
people?” he asked. 
7 They replied, “If today you will be a servant to these people and serve 
them and give them a favorable answer, they will always be your 
servants.” 
8 But Rehoboam rejected the advice the elders gave him and consulted the 
young men who had grown up with him and were serving him. 9 He asked 
them, “What is your advice? How should we answer these people who say 
to me, ‘Lighten the yoke your father put on us’?” 
10 The young men who had grown up with him replied, “These people have 
said to you, ‘Your father put a heavy yoke on us, but make our yoke 
lighter.’ Now tell them, ‘My little finger is thicker than my father’s 



waist. 11 My father laid on you a heavy yoke; I will make it even heavier. 
My father scourged you with whips; I will scourge you with scorpions.’” 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
Psalm 36:5-10 
5 Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, * 
and your faithfulness to the clouds. 
6 Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, 
your justice like the great deep; * 
you save both man and beast, O Lord. 
7 How priceless is your love, O God! * 
your people take refuge under the shadow of your wings. 
8 They feast upon the abundance of your house; * 
you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
9 For with you is the well of life, * 
and in your light we see light. 
10 Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you, * 
and your favor to those who are true of heart. 
 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from 1 Kings 12:12-19 
12 Three days later Jeroboam and all the people returned to Rehoboam, as 
the king had said, “Come back to me in three days.” 13 The king answered 
the people harshly. Rejecting the advice given him by the elders, 14 he 
followed the advice of the young men and said, “My father made your 
yoke heavy; I will make it even heavier. My father scourged you with 
whips; I will scourge you with scorpions.” 15 So the king did not listen to 
the people, for this turn of events was from the Lord, to fulfill the word 
the Lord had spoken to Jeroboam son of Nebat through Ahijah the 
Shilonite. 



16 When all Israel saw that the king refused to listen to them, they answered 
the king: 
“What share do we have in David, 
    what part in Jesse’s son? 
To your tents, Israel! 
    Look after your own house, David!” 
So the Israelites went home. 17 But as for the Israelites who were living in 
the towns of Judah, Rehoboam still ruled over them. 
18 King Rehoboam sent out Adoniram,[b] who was in charge of forced labor, 
but all Israel stoned him to death. King Rehoboam, however, managed to 
get into his chariot and escape to Jerusalem. 19 So Israel has been in 
rebellion against the house of David to this day. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
  
The Gospel 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
Luke 2:25-35   
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous 
and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the 
Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the 
child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon 
took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 
29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
    you may now dismiss[d] your servant in peace. 
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31     which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
    and the glory of your people Israel.” 



33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about 
him.34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child 
is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign 
that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be 
revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
  



Jan. 27, 2019  Week 15   “God’s Messengers” 
 
The Collect 
Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ 
and proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the 
whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from 1 Kings 17:7-16 
7 Some time later the brook dried up because there had been no rain in the 
land. 8 Then the word of the Lord came to him: 9 “Go at once to 
Zarephath in the region of Sidon and stay there. I have directed a 
widowthere to supply you with food.” 10 So he went to Zarephath. When he 
came to the town gate, a widow was there gathering sticks. He called to her 
and asked, “Would you bring me a little water in a jar so I may have a 
drink?” 11 As she was going to get it, he called, “And bring me, please, a 
piece of bread.” 
12 “As surely as the Lord your God lives,” she replied, “I don’t have any 
bread—only a handful of flour in a jar and a little olive oil in a jug. I am 
gathering a few sticks to take home and make a meal for myself and my 
son, that we may eat it—and die.” 
13 Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. Go home and do as you have said. But 
first make a small loaf of bread for me from what you have and bring it to 
me, and then make something for yourself and your son.14 For this is what 
the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘The jar of flour will not be used up and 
the jug of oil will not run dry until the day the Lord sends rain on the 
land.’” 
15 She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So there was food every 
day for Elijah and for the woman and her family. 16 For the jar of flour was 
not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry, in keeping with the word of 
the Lord spoken by Elijah. 
 
 



Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 12 
 1   Help me, LORD, for there is no godly one left; * 
    the faithful have vanished from among us. 
 2 Everyone speaks falsely with his neighbor; * 
    with a smooth tongue they speak from a double heart. 
3 Oh, that the LORD would cut off all smooth tongues, * 
    and close the lips that utter proud boasts! 
4 Those who say, "With our tongue will we prevail; * 
    our lips are our own; who is lord over us?" 
 5 "Because the needy are oppressed, 
and the poor cry out in misery, * 
    I will rise up," says the LORD, 
    "and give them the help they long for." 
 6  The words of the LORD are pure words, * 
    like silver refined from ore 
    and purified seven times in the fire. 
 7 O LORD, watch over us * 
    and save us from this generation for ever. 
 8 The wicked prowl on every side, * 
    and that which is worthless is highly prized by everyone. 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from Hosea 7:13-16 
Woe to them, 
    because they have strayed from me! 
Destruction to them, 
    because they have rebelled against me! 
I long to redeem them 
    but they speak about me falsely. 
14 They do not cry out to me from their hearts 
    but wail on their beds. 



They slash themselves, appealing to their gods 
    for grain and new wine, 
    but they turn away from me. 
15 I trained them and strengthened their arms, 
    but they plot evil against me. 
16 They do not turn to the Most High; 
    they are like a faulty bow. 
Their leaders will fall by the sword 
    because of their insolent words. 
For this they will be ridiculed 
    in the land of Egypt. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel  
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke  
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
Luke 11:29-32 
29 As the crowds increased, Jesus said, “This is a wicked generation. It asks 
for a sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah. 30 For as Jonah 
was a sign to the Ninevites, so also will the Son of Man be to this 
generation. 31 The Queen of the South will rise at the judgment with the 
people of this generation and condemn them, for she came from the ends of 
the earth to listen to Solomon’s wisdom; and now something greater than 
Solomon is here. 32 The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with 
this generation and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of 
Jonah; and now something greater than Jonah is here. 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  



Feb. 3, 2019  Week 16  “The beginning of the end” 
 
The Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and 
on earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time 
grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from Isaiah 
Isaiah 6:8-14 
8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who 
will go for us?” 
And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 
9 He said, “Go and tell this people: 
“‘Be ever hearing, but never understanding; 
    be ever seeing, but never perceiving.’ 
10 Make the heart of this people calloused; 
    make their ears dull 
    and close their eyes.[a] 
Otherwise they might see with their eyes, 
    hear with their ears, 
    understand with their hearts, 
and turn and be healed.” 
11 Then I said, “For how long, Lord?” 
And he answered: 
“Until the cities lie ruined 
    and without inhabitant, 
until the houses are left deserted 
    and the fields ruined and ravaged, 
12 until the Lord has sent everyone far away 
    and the land is utterly forsaken. 
13 And though a tenth remains in the land, 
    it will again be laid waste. 



But as the terebinth and oak 
    leave stumps when they are cut down, 
    so the holy seed will be the stump in the land.” 
 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
The Psalm 
Psalm 89: Part II  19-22, 38-46 
19 You spoke once in vision and said to your faithful people: * 
    "I have set the crown upon a warrior 
    and have exalted one chosen out of the people. 
  
20 I have found David my servant; * 
    with my holy oil have I anointed him. 
  
21 My hand will hold him fast * 
    and my arm will make him strong. 
  
22 No enemy shall deceive him, * 
    nor any wicked man bring him down. 
38 But you have cast off and rejected your anointed; * 
    you have become enraged at him. 
  
39 You have broken your covenant with your servant, * 
    defiled his crown, and hurled it to the ground. 
  
40 You have breached all his walls * 
    and laid his strongholds in ruins. 
  
41 All who pass by despoil him; * 
    he has become the scorn of his neighbors. 



  
42 You have exalted the right hand of his foes * 
    and made all his enemies rejoice. 
  
43 You have turned back the edge of his sword * 
    and have not sustained him in battle. 
 
44 You have put an end to his splendor * 
    and cast his throne to the ground. 
  
45 You have cut short the days of his youth * 
    and have covered him with shame. 
  
46 How long will you hide yourself, O LORD? 
will you hide yourself for ever? * 
    how long will your anger burn like fire? 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from Jeremiah 21:9-14 
8 “Furthermore, tell the people, ‘This is what the Lord says: See, I am setting 
before you the way of life and the way of death. 9 Whoever stays in this city 
will die by the sword, famine or plague. But whoever goes out and 
surrenders to the Babylonians who are besieging you will live; they will 
escape with their lives. 10 I have determined to do this city harm and not 
good, declares the Lord. It will be given into the hands of the king of 
Babylon, and he will destroy it with fire.’ 
11 “Moreover, say to the royal house of Judah, ‘Hear the word of 
the Lord. 12 This is what the Lord says to you, house of David: 
“‘Administer justice every morning; 
    rescue from the hand of the oppressor 
    the one who has been robbed, 
or my wrath will break out and burn like fire 
    because of the evil you have done— 
    burn with no one to quench it. 



13 I am against you, Jerusalem, 
    you who live above this valley 
    on the rocky plateau, declares the Lord— 
you who say, “Who can come against us? 
    Who can enter our refuge?” 
14 I will punish you as your deeds deserve, 
    declares the Lord. 
I will kindle a fire in your forests 
    that will consume everything around you.’” 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel  
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew   
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
 
Matthew 28:16-20 
16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus 
had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some 
doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
  



Feb. 10, 2019  Week 17 “The kingdoms’ fall” 
 
The Collect 
Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of 
that abundant life which you have made known to us in your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from Jeremiah 
Jeremiah 1:4-12 
4 The word of the Lord came to me, saying, 
5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew[a] you, 
    before you were born I set you apart; 
    I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 
6 “Alas, Sovereign Lord,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am too 
young.” 
7 But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must go to 
everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. 8 Do not be 
afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares the Lord. 
9 Then the Lord reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to 
me, “I have put my words in your mouth. 10 See, today I appoint you over 
nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, 
to build and to plant.” 
11 The word of the Lord came to me: “What do you see, Jeremiah?” 
“I see the branch of an almond tree,” I replied. 
12 The Lord said to me, “You have seen correctly, for I am watching[b] to see 
that my word is fulfilled.” 
 
 
Psalm 130 
 1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O LORD; 
LORD, hear my voice; * 
    let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 



 2 If you, LORD, were to note what is done amiss, * 
    O LORD, who could stand? 
3 For there is forgiveness with you; * 
    therefore you shall be feared. 
4 I wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him; * 
    in his word is my hope. 
5 My soul waits for the LORD, 
more than watchmen for the morning, * 
    more than watchmen for the morning. 
6 O Israel, wait for the LORD, * 
    for with the LORD there is mercy; 
7 With him there is plenteous redemption, * 
    and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 
 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from Lamentations 
Lamentations 2:8-11 
The Lord determined to tear down 
    the wall around Daughter Zion. 
He stretched out a measuring line 
    and did not withhold his hand from destroying. 
He made ramparts and walls lament; 
    together they wasted away. 
9 Her gates have sunk into the ground; 
    their bars he has broken and destroyed. 
Her king and her princes are exiled among the nations, 
    the law is no more, 
and her prophets no longer find 
    visions from the Lord. 
10 The elders of Daughter Zion 
    sit on the ground in silence; 
they have sprinkled dust on their heads 
    and put on sackcloth. 



The young women of Jerusalem 
    have bowed their heads to the ground. 
11 My eyes fail from weeping, 
    I am in torment within; 
my heart is poured out on the ground 
    because my people are destroyed, 
because children and infants faint 
    in the streets of the city. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel  
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
 
Matthew 2:13-18 
13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to 
Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child 
to kill him.” 
14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for 
Egypt, 15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was 
fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I 
called my son.”[c] 
16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was 
furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity 
who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had 
learned from the Magi. 17 Then what was said through the prophet 
Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
18 “A voice is heard in Ramah, 
    weeping and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children 



    and refusing to be comforted, 
    because they are no more.”  
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
  



Feb. 17, 2019  Week 18  “Daniel in exile” 
 
The Collect 
O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully accept our 
prayers; and because in our weakness we can do nothing good without 
you, give us the help of your grace, that in keeping your commandments 
we may please you both in will and deed; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from Daniel 
Daniel 3:16-28 
16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King 
Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this 
matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is 
able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us[c] from Your Majesty’s 
hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that 
we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” 
19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He ordered the furnace 
heated seven times hotter than usual 20 and commanded some of the 
strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 21 So these men, 
wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and 
thrown into the blazing furnace. 22 The king’s command was so urgent and 
the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell 
into the blazing furnace. 
24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked 
his advisers, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the 
fire?” 
They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.” 



25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and 
unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.” 
26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and 
shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High 
God, come out! Come here!” 
So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the 
satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them.They 
saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads 
singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on 
them. 
28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants!  
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
Psalm 17     
1 Hear my plea of innocence, O LORD; 
give heed to my cry; * 
    listen to my prayer, which does not come from lying lips. 
2 Let my vindication come forth from your presence; * 
    let your eyes be fixed on justice. 
 3 Weigh my heart, summon me by night, * 
    melt me down; you will find no impurity in me. 
4 I give no offense with my mouth as others do; * 
    I have heeded the words of your lips. 
5 My footsteps hold fast to the ways of your law; * 
    in your paths my feet shall not stumble. 
6 I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; * 
    incline your ear to me and hear my words. 
7 Show me your marvelous loving-kindness, * 
    O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand 
    from those who rise up against them. 



8 Keep me as the apple of your eye; * 
    hide me under the shadow of your wings, 
9 From the wicked who assault me, * 
    from my deadly enemies who surround me. 
10 They have closed their heart to pity, * 
    and their mouth speaks proud things. 
11 They press me hard, 
now they surround me, * 
    watching how they may cast me to the ground, 
12 Like a lion, greedy for its prey, * 
    and like a young lion lurking in secret places. 
 13 Arise, O LORD; confront them and bring them down; * 
   deliver me from the wicked by your sword. 
14 Deliver me, O LORD, by your hand * 
    from those whose portion in life is this world; 
15 Whose bellies you fill with your treasure, * 
    who are well supplied with children 
    and leave their wealth to their little ones. 
 16 But at my vindication I shall see your face; * 
    when I awake, I shall be satisfied, beholding your likeness. 
 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from Daniel 
Daniel 6:13-23 
13 Then they said to the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from 
Judah, pays no attention to you, Your Majesty, or to the decree you put in 
writing. He still prays three times a day.” 14 When the king heard this, he 
was greatly distressed; he was determined to rescue Daniel and made 
every effort until sundown to save him. 
15 Then the men went as a group to King Darius and said to him, 
“Remember, Your Majesty, that according to the law of the Medes and 
Persians no decree or edict that the king issues can be changed.” 



16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into 
the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve 
continually, rescue you!” 
17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king 
sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that 
Daniel’s situation might not be changed. 18 Then the king returned to his 
palace and spent the night without eating and without any entertainment 
being brought to him. And he could not sleep. 
19 At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ 
den.20 When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished 
voice, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve 
continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?” 
21 Daniel answered, “May the king live forever! 22 My God sent his 
angel,and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I 
was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before 
you, Your Majesty.” 
23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And 
when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, 
because he had trusted in his God. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
Luke 6:17-26 
Jesus came down with the twelve apostles and stood on a level place, with 
a great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all 
Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They had come to hear 
him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with 
unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, 
for power came out from him and healed all of them. 
Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 



“Blessed are you who are poor, 
for yours is the kingdom of God. 
“Blessed are you who are hungry now,  
for you will be filled. 
“Blessed are you who weep now,  
for you will laugh. 
“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile 
you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and 
leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their 
ancestors did to the prophets." 
"But woe to you who are rich, 
for you have received your consolation. 
"Woe to you who are full now, 
for you will be hungry. 
"Woe to you who are laughing now, 
for you will mourn and weep. 
"Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did 
to the false prophets." 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
  



Feb. 24, 2019  Week 19   “The return home” 
 
The Collect 
O Lord, you have taught us that without love whatever we do is worth 
nothing: Send your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts your greatest gift, 
which is love, the true bond of peace and of all virtue, without which 
whoever lives is accounted dead before you. Grant this for the sake of your 
only Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from Haggai 
Haggai 1:1-9 
In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, the 
word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jozadak,[a] the high 
priest: 
2 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “These people say, ‘The time has not 
yet come to rebuild the Lord’s house.’” 
3 Then the word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai: 4 “Is it a 
time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this 
house remains a ruin?” 
5 Now this is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your 
ways. 6 You have planted much, but harvested little. You eat, but never 
have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but 
are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in 
it.” 
7 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your 
ways. 8 Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build my 
house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored,” says 
the Lord.9 “You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you 
brought home, I blew away. Why?” declares the Lord Almighty. “Because 
of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with your 
own house.  



 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 126 
1 When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
    then were we like those who dream. 
  
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
    and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
  
3 Then they said among the nations, * 
    "The LORD has done great things for them." 
  
4 The LORD has done great things for us, * 
    and we are glad indeed. 
  
5 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, * 
    like the watercourses of the Negev. 
  
6 Those who sowed with tears * 
    will reap with songs of joy. 
  
7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
    will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from Ezra 1:1-6 
In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of 
the Lord spoken by Jeremiah, the Lord moved the heart of Cyrus king of 
Persia to make a proclamation throughout his realm and also to put it in 
writing: 
2 “This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: 



“‘The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth 
and he has appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in 
Judah. 3 Any of his people among you may go up to Jerusalem in Judah and 
build the temple of the Lord, the God of Israel, the God who is in 
Jerusalem, and may their God be with them. 4 And in any locality where 
survivors may now be living, the people are to provide them with silver 
and gold, with goods and livestock, and with freewill offerings for the 
temple of God in Jerusalem.’” 
5 Then the family heads of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and 
Levites—everyone whose heart God had moved—prepared to go up and 
build the house of the Lord in Jerusalem. 6 All their neighbors assisted them 
with articles of silver and gold, with goods and livestock, and with 
valuable gifts, in addition to all the freewill offerings. 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.   
 
Matthew 7:24-29  
24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came 
down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; 
yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.26 But everyone 
who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a 
foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the 
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell 
with a great crash.” 
28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at 
his teaching, 29 because he taught as one who had authority, and not as 
their teachers of the law. 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 



People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
Mar. 3, 2019  Week 20  “The queen of beauty and courage” 
 
The Collect 
Almighty God, who created us in your image: Grant us grace fearlessly to 
contend against evil and to make no peace with oppression; and, that we 
may reverently use our freedom, help us to employ it in the maintenance of 
justice in our communities and among the nations, to the glory of your holy 
Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from Esther 
Esther 7:1-10 
So the king and Haman went to Queen Esther’s banquet, 2 and as they were 
drinking wine on the second day, the king again asked, “Queen Esther, 
what is your petition? It will be given you. What is your request? Even up 
to half the kingdom, it will be granted.” 
3 Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have found favor with you, Your 
Majesty, and if it pleases you, grant me my life—this is my petition. And 
spare my people—this is my request. 4 For I and my people have been sold 
to be destroyed, killed and annihilated. If we had merely been sold as male 
and female slaves, I would have kept quiet, because no such distress would 
justify disturbing the king.” 
5 King Xerxes asked Queen Esther, “Who is he? Where is he—the man who 
has dared to do such a thing?” 
6 Esther said, “An adversary and enemy! This vile Haman!” 
Then Haman was terrified before the king and queen. 7 The king got up in a 
rage, left his wine and went out into the palace garden. But Haman, 
realizing that the king had already decided his fate, stayed behind to beg 
Queen Esther for his life. 
8 Just as the king returned from the palace garden to the banquet hall, 
Haman was falling on the couch where Esther was reclining. 



The king exclaimed, “Will he even molest the queen while she is with me in 
the house?” 
As soon as the word left the king’s mouth, they covered Haman’s 
face.9 Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs attending the king, said, “A pole 
reaching to a height of fifty cubits[b] stands by Haman’s house. He had it set 
up for Mordecai, who spoke up to help the king.” 
The king said, “Impale him on it!” 10 So they impaled Haman on the polehe 
had set up for Mordecai. Then the king’s fury subsided. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Psalm 
Psalm 99 
1 The Lord is King; 
let the people tremble; * 
he is enthroned upon the cherubim; 
let the earth shake. 
2 The Lord is great in Zion; * 
he is high above all peoples. 
3 Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; * 
he is the Holy One. 
4 "O mighty King, lover of justice, 
you have established equity; * 
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob." 
5 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God 
and fall down before his footstool; * 
he is the Holy One. 
6 Moses and Aaron among his priests, 
and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, * 
they called upon the Lord, and he answered them. 
7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; * 
they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them. 



8 O Lord our God, you answered them indeed; * 
you were a God who forgave them, 
yet punished them for their evil deeds. 
9 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God 
and worship him upon his holy hill; * 
for the Lord our God is the Holy One. 
 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from Esther 
Esther 9:1-5 
On the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar, the edict 
commanded by the king was to be carried out. On this day the enemies of 
the Jews had hoped to overpower them, but now the tables were turned 
and the Jews got the upper hand over those who hated them. 2 The Jews 
assembled in their cities in all the provinces of King Xerxes to attack those 
determined to destroy them. No one could stand against them, because the 
people of all the other nationalities were afraid of them. 3 And all the nobles 
of the provinces, the satraps, the governors and the king’s administrators 
helped the Jews, because fear of Mordecai had seized them. 4 Mordecai was 
prominent in the palace; his reputation spread throughout the provinces, 
and he became more and more powerful. 
5 The Jews struck down all their enemies with the sword, killing and 
destroying them, and they did what they pleased to those who hated 
them.  
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel  
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
Luke 9:28-42 
 



 

28 About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and James with 
him and went up onto a mountain to pray. 29 As he was praying, the 
appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash 
of lightning. 30 Two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, 
talking with Jesus. 31 They spoke about his departure,[a] which he was about 
to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem. 32 Peter and his companions were very 
sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw his glory and the two 
men standing with him. 33 As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him, 
“Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for 
you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what he was 
saying.) 
34 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them, and they 
were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 A voice came from the cloud, 
saying, “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.” 36 When the 
voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The disciples kept this 
to themselves and did not tell anyone at that time what they had seen. 
37 The next day, when they came down from the mountain, a large crowd 
met him. 38 A man in the crowd called out, “Teacher, I beg you to look at 
my son, for he is my only child. 39 A spirit seizes him and he suddenly 
screams; it throws him into convulsions so that he foams at the mouth. It 
scarcely ever leaves him and is destroying him. 40 I begged your disciples to 
drive it out, but they could not.” 
41 “You unbelieving and perverse generation,” Jesus replied, “how long 
shall I stay with you and put up with you? Bring your son here.” 
42 Even while the boy was coming, the demon threw him to the ground in a 
convulsion. But Jesus rebuked the impure spirit, healed the boy and gave 
him back to his father. 43 And they were all amazed at the greatness of God. 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
  



Mar. 10, 2019  Week 21   “Rebuilding the walls ”  1st Sunday in Lent 
 
The Collect 
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know  
you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend  
us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that  
we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of  
any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from Nehemiah 
Nehemiah 1:1-9 
In the month of Kislev in the twentieth year, while I was in the citadel of 
Susa, 2 Hanani, one of my brothers, came from Judah with some other men, 
and I questioned them about the Jewish remnant that had survived the 
exile, and also about Jerusalem. 
3 They said to me, “Those who survived the exile and are back in the 
province are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken 
down, and its gates have been burned with fire.” 
4 When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I 
mourned and fasted and prayed before the God of heaven. 5 Then I said: 
“Lord, the God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his 
covenant of love with those who love him and keep his 
commandments, 6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hearthe 
prayer your servant is praying before you day and night for your servants, 
the people of Israel. I confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and 
my father’s family, have committed against you.7 We have acted very 
wickedly toward you. We have not obeyed the commands, decrees and 
laws you gave your servant Moses. 
8 “Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you 
are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations, 9 but if you return to 
me and obey my commands, then even if your exiled people are at the 



farthest horizon, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place I 
have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.’ 
 
 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
The Psalm 
Psalm 51:11-20 
11 Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 
    and renew a right spirit within me. 
 12 Cast me not away from your presence * 
    and take not your holy Spirit from me. 
13 Give me the joy of your saving help again * 
    and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 
14 I shall teach your ways to the wicked, * 
    and sinners shall return to you. 
15 Deliver me from death, O God, * 
    and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness, 
    O God of my salvation. 
16 Open my lips, O Lord, * 
    and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 17 Had you desired it, I would have offered sacrifice, * 
    but you take no delight in burnt-offerings. 
18 The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; * 
    a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
19 Be favorable and gracious to Zion, * 
    and rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 
20 Then you will be pleased with the appointed sacrifices, 
with burnt-offerings and oblations; * 
    then shall they offer young bullocks upon your altar. 
 



The Second Reading 
A reading from Nehemiah 
Nehemiah 13:6-14 
6 But while all this was going on, I was not in Jerusalem, for in the thirty-
second year of Artaxerxes king of Babylon I had returned to the king. Some 
time later I asked his permission 7 and came back to Jerusalem. Here I 
learned about the evil thing Eliashib had done in providing Tobiaha room 
in the courts of the house of God. 8 I was greatly displeased and threw all 
Tobiah’s household goods out of the room. 9 I gave orders to purify the 
rooms, and then I put back into them the equipment of the house of God, 
with the grain offerings and the incense. 
10 I also learned that the portions assigned to the Levites had not been given 
to them, and that all the Levites and musicians responsible for the service 
had gone back to their own fields. 11 So I rebuked the officials and asked 
them, “Why is the house of God neglected?” Then I called them together 
and stationed them at their posts. 
12 All Judah brought the tithes of grain, new wine and olive oil into the 
storerooms. 13 I put Shelemiah the priest, Zadok the scribe, and a Levite 
named Pedaiah in charge of the storerooms and made Hanan son of 
Zakkur, the son of Mattaniah, their assistant, because they were considered 
trustworthy. They were made responsible for distributing the supplies to 
their fellow Levites. 
14 Remember me for this, my God, and do not blot out what I have so 
faithfully done for the house of my God and its services. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
The Gospel  
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
 
Luke 4:1-13 



After his baptism, Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan 
and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days he was 
tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when 
they were over, he was famished. The devil said to him, "If you are the Son 
of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread." Jesus answered 
him, "It is written, 'One does not live by bread alone.'" 
Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms 
of the world. And the devil said to him, "To you I will give their glory and 
all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I 
please. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours." Jesus answered 
him, "It is written, 
'Worship the Lord your God, 
and serve only him.'" 
Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of 
the temple, saying to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down 
from here, for it is written, 
'He will command his angels concerning you, 
to protect you,' 
and 
'On their hands they will bear you up, 
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.'" 
Jesus answered him, "It is said, 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'" 
When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an 
opportune time. 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
  



Mar. 17, 2019  Week 22  “The birth of the King”  2nd  Sunday in Lent 
 
 
The Collect 
Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to 
take our nature upon him, and to be born of a pure 
virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and made 
your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed 
by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom 
with you and the same Spirit be honor and glory, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from Isaiah 
Isaiah 7:10-14 
10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, 11 “Ask the Lord your God for a sign, 
whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights.” 
12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the Lord to the test.” 
13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try 
the patience of humans? Will you try the patience of my 
God also?14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you[c] a sign: The virgin 

will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.  
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
The Psalm 
Psalm 147:1-7 
1 Hallelujah! 
How good it is to sing praises to our God! * 
    how pleasant it is to honor him with praise! 
 2 The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem; * 
    he gathers the exiles of Israel. 



3 He heals the brokenhearted * 
    and binds up their wounds. 
 4 He counts the number of the stars * 
    and calls them all by their names. 
5 Great is our LORD and mighty in power; * 
    there is no limit to his wisdom. 
 6 The LORD lifts up the lowly, * 
    but casts the wicked to the ground. 
7 Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; * 
    make music to our God upon the harp. 
 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from Colossians 
Colossians 1:15-18 
15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 
creation. 16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is 
before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the 
head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from 
among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel  
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
Matthew 1:18-25 
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary 
was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she 
was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit.19 Because Joseph her 



husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to 
public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name 
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will 
call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 
24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not 
consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him 
the name Jesus. 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
  



Mar. 24, 2019  Week 23  “Jesus ministry begins” 3rd Sunday in Lent 
 
The Collect 
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan 
proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: 
Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they 
have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and 
the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from Matthew 
Matthew 3:13-17 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John.14 But 
John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you 
come to me?” 
15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then John consented. 
16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that 
moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like 
a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my 
Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
In place of the Psalm  Isaiah 61:1-7 
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, 
    because the Lord has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
    to proclaim freedom for the captives 
    and release from darkness for the prisoners,[a] 
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor 
    and the day of vengeance of our God, 



to comfort all who mourn, 
3     and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 
to bestow on them a crown of beauty 
    instead of ashes, 
the oil of joy 
    instead of mourning, 
and a garment of praise 
    instead of a spirit of despair. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
    a planting of the Lord 
    for the display of his splendor. 
4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins 
    and restore the places long devastated; 
they will renew the ruined cities 
    that have been devastated for generations. 
5 Strangers will shepherd your flocks; 
    foreigners will work your fields and vineyards. 
6 And you will be called priests of the Lord, 
    you will be named ministers of our God. 
You will feed on the wealth of nations, 
    and in their riches you will boast. 
7 Instead of your shame 
    you will receive a double portion, 
and instead of disgrace 
    you will rejoice in your inheritance. 
And so you will inherit a double portion in your land, 
    and everlasting joy will be yours. 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from Luke 
Luke 4:1-13 
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spiritinto 
the wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted[a] by the devil. He ate 
nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry. 



3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become 
bread.” 
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’[b]” 
5 The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the 
kingdoms of the world. 6 And he said to him, “I will give you all their 
authority and splendor; it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone 
I want to. 7 If you worship me, it will all be yours.” 
8 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him 
only.’[c]” 
9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of 
the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down 
from here. 10 For it is written: 
“‘He will command his angels concerning you 
    to guard you carefully; 
11 they will lift you up in their hands, 
    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’[d]” 
12 Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’[e]” 
13 When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an 
opportune time. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
Luke 4:38-44 
38 Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. Now Simon’s 
mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked Jesus to 
help her. 39 So he bent over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. She 
got up at once and began to wait on them. 
40 At sunset, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of 
sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed them.41 Moreover, 
demons came out of many people, shouting, “You are the Son of God!” But 



he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew 
he was the Messiah. 
42 At daybreak, Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were looking 
for him and when they came to where he was, they tried to keep him from 
leaving them. 43 But he said, “I must proclaim the good news of the 
kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why I was 
sent.” 44 And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea. 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  



Mar. 31, 2019  Week 24  “No ordinary man” 4th Sunday in Lent 
 
 
The Collect 
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven 
to be the true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this 
bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from Isaiah 
Isaiah 61:1-3 
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me,  because the Lord has 
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind 
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release 
from darkness for the prisoners,  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor 
and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn,  and 
provide for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of 
beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a garment 
of praise instead of a spirit of despair. 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
The Psalm 
Psalm 32 
1 Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, * 
and whose sin is put away! 
2 Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, * 
and in whose spirit there is no guile! 
3 While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, * 
because of my groaning all day long. 
4 For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; * 
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer. 



5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, * 
and did not conceal my guilt. 
6 I said," I will confess my transgressions to the Lord." * 
Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin. 
7 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; 
* when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 
8 You are my hiding-place; 
you preserve me from trouble; * 
you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
9 "I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; * 
I will guide you with my eye. 
10 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; * 
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, 
or else they will not stay near you." 
11 Great are the tribulations of the wicked; * 
but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord. 
12 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; * 
shout for joy, all who are true of heart. 
 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from Luke 
Luke 10:38-42 
38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a 
woman named Martha opened her home to him. 39 She had a sister called 
Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said.40 But Martha was 
distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and 
asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by 
myself? Tell her to help me!” 
41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about 
many things, 42 but few things are needed—or indeed only one.  Mary has 
chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.” 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 



The Gospel  
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark   
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
Mark 4:26 -34 
He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed 
on the ground. 27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed 
sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. 28 All by itself the soil 
produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the 
head. 29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the 
harvest has come.” 30 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of 
God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it? 31 It is like a 
mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. 32 Yet when 
planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such 
big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.” 
33 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as 
they could understand. 34 He did not say anything to them without using a 
parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained 
everything. 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
  



Apr. 7, 2019  Week 25   “Jesus the Son of God” 5th Sunday in Lent 
 
 
The Collect 
Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and 
affections of sinners: Grant your people grace to love what you command 
and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of 
the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be 
found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading  
A reading from 1st Corinthians 
1st Corinthians 1:4-9 
4 I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ 
Jesus. 5 For in him you have been enriched in every way—with all kinds of 
speech and with all knowledge— 6 God thus confirming our testimony 
about Christ among you. 7 Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as 
you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8 He will also 
keep you firm to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with 
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
The Psalm 
Psalm 63:1-8 
1 O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; * 
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, 
as in a barren and dry land where there is no water. 
2 Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place, * 
that I might behold your power and your glory. 



3 For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; * 
my lips shall give you praise. 
4 So will I bless you as long as I live * 
and lift up my hands in your Name. 
5 My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, * 
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips, 
6 When I remember you upon my bed, * 
and meditate on you in the night watches. 
7 For you have been my helper, * 
and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice. 
8 My soul clings to you; * 
your right hand holds me fast. 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from Matthew 
Matthew 17:1-5 
After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of 
James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 There he was 
transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes 
became as white as the light. 3 Just then there appeared before them Moses 
and Elijah, talking with Jesus. 
4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will 
put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 
5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice 
from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 
pleased. Listen to him!” 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
The Gospel  
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    



John 6:35-51 
35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will 
never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.36 But as 
I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. 37 All those the 
Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never 
drive away. 38 For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to 
do the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, 
that I shall lose none of all those he has given me,but raise them up at the 
last day. 40 For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and 
believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last 
day.” 
41 At this the Jews there began to grumble about him because he said, “I am 
the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 They said, “Is this not Jesus, the 
son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I 
came down from heaven’?” 
43 “Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus answered. 44 “No one can 
come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise 
them up at the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be 
taught by God.’[d] Everyone who has heard the Father and learned from 
him comes to me. 46 No one has seen the Father except the one who is from 
God; only he has seen the Father. 47 Very truly I tell you, the one who 
believes has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your ancestors ate the 
manna in the wilderness, yet they died. 50 But here is the bread that comes 
down from heaven, which anyone may eat and not die. 51 I am the living 
bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live 
forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
  



Apr. 14, 2019  Week 26   “The hour of darkness”  Palm Sunday 
 
The Collect 
Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you 
sent your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to 
suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example of his great humility: 
Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also 
share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
A reading from the Gospel of Mark 
Mark 15:1-46 
Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of 
the law and the whole Sanhedrin, made their plans. So they bound Jesus, 
led him away and handed him over to Pilate. 
2 “Are you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate. 
“You have said so,” Jesus replied. 
3 The chief priests accused him of many things. 4 So again Pilate asked him, 
“Aren’t you going to answer? See how many things they are accusing you 
of.” 
5 But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed. 
6 Now it was the custom at the festival to release a prisoner whom the 
people requested. 7 A man called Barabbas was in prison with the 
insurrectionists who had committed murder in the uprising. 8 The crowd 
came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did. 
9 “Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?” asked 
Pilate,10 knowing it was out of self-interest that the chief priests had handed 
Jesus over to him. 11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate 
release Barabbas instead. 
12 “What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?” Pilate 
asked them. 
13 “Crucify him!” they shouted. 
14 “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. 
But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 



15 Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had 
Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified. 
16 The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and 
called together the whole company of soldiers. 17 They put a purple robe on 
him, then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on him.18 And they 
began to call out to him, “Hail, king of the Jews!” 19 Again and again they 
struck him on the head with a staff and spit on him. Falling on their knees, 
they paid homage to him. 20 And when they had mocked him, they took off 
the purple robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to 
crucify him. 
21 A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and 
Rufus,was passing by on his way in from the country, and they forced him 
to carry the cross. 22 They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which 
means “the place of the skull”). 23 Then they offered him wine mixed with 
myrrh, but he did not take it. 24 And they crucified him. Dividing up his 
clothes, they cast lots to see what each would get. 
25 It was nine in the morning when they crucified him. 26 The written notice 
of the charge against him read: the king of the jews. 
27 They crucified two rebels with him, one on his right and one on his 
left. [28] [a] 29 Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their 
heads and saying, “So! You who are going to destroy the temple and build 
it in three days, 30 come down from the cross and save yourself!”31 In the 
same way the chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked him among 
themselves. “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! 32 Let 
this Messiah, this king of Israel, come down now from the cross, that we 
may see and believe.” Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him. 
33 At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon. 34 And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud 
voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?”).  
35 When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s 
calling Elijah.” 



36 Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and 
offered it to Jesus to drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes 
to take him down,” he said. 
37 With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. 
38 The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 39 And 
when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he 
died,[c] he said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!” 
40 Some women were watching from a distance. Among them were Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joseph,[d] and 
Salome. 41 In Galilee these women had followed him and cared for his 
needs. Many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem were 
also there. 
The Burial of Jesus 
42 It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the Sabbath). So as evening 
approached, 43 Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the 
Council, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, went boldly to 
Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. 44 Pilate was surprised to hear that he was 
already dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already 
died. 45 When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the 
body to Joseph. 46 So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, 
wrapped it in the linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he 
rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. 47 Mary Magdalene and 
Mary the mother of Joseph saw where he was laid. 
 
 
 
 
  



Apr. 21, 2019  Week 27 “The Resurrection” 
 
The Collect 
O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death 
of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection delivered us from the power 
of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live 
with him in the joy of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from Acts 
Acts 10:34-43 
Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: "I truly 
understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who 
fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he 
is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee 
after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the 
third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who 
were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he 
rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to 
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the 
dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 



 
The Psalm 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * 
his mercy endures for ever. 
2 Let Israel now proclaim, * 
"His mercy endures for ever." 
14 The Lord is my strength and my song, * 
and he has become my salvation. 
15 There is a sound of exultation and victory * 
in the tents of the righteous: 
16 "The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! * 
the right hand of the Lord is exalted! 
the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!" 
17 I shall not die, but live, * 
and declare the works of the Lord. 
18 The Lord has punished me sorely, * 
but he did not hand me over to death. 
19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
I will enter them; 
I will offer thanks to the Lord. 
20 "This is the gate of the Lord; * 
he who is righteous may enter." 
21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
and have become my salvation. 
22 The same stone which the builders rejected * 
has become the chief cornerstone. 
23 This is the Lord's doing, * 
and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 On this day the Lord has acted; * 
we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
 
The Second Reading 



A reading from 1st Corinthians 
1st Corinthians 15:19-26 
If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be 
pitied. But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 
those who have died. For since death came through a human being, the 
resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; for as all 
die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. But each in his own order: 
Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then 
comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after 
he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. For he must 
reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
The Gospel  
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
John 20:1-18 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 
So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom 
Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid him." Then Peter and the other 
disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, 
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent 
down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go 
in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw 
the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, 
not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then 
the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 



believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise 
from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to 
look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the 
body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 
They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They 
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." 
When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, 
but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are 
you weeping? Whom are you looking for?" Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where 
you have laid him, and I will take him away." Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She 
turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher). 
Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to 
the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, `I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'" Mary Magdalene went 
and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them 
that he had said these things to her. 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
  



Apr. 28, 2019  Week 28   “New beginnings” 
 
The Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the 
new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into 
the fellowship of Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what they 
profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from Acts 
Acts 2:42-47 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the 
many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers 
were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and 
possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to 
meet together in the temple courts. They broke breadin their homes and ate 
together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the 
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those 
who were being saved. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
The Psalm 
Psalm 150 
1 Hallelujah! 
Praise God in his holy temple; * 
praise him in the firmament of his power. 
2 Praise him for his mighty acts; * 
praise him for his excellent greatness. 



3 Praise him with the blast of the ram's-horn; * 
praise him with lyre and harp. 
4 Praise him with timbrel and dance; * 
praise him with strings and pipe. 
5 Praise him with resounding cymbals; * 
praise him with loud-clanging cymbals. 
6 Let everything that has breath * 
praise the Lord. Hallelujah! 
 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from Acts  
Acts 9:32-42 
32 As Peter traveled about the country, he went to visit the Lord’s people 
who lived in Lydda. 33 There he found a man named Aeneas, who was 
paralyzed and had been bedridden for eight years. 34 “Aeneas,” Peter said 
to him, “Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and roll up your mat.” Immediately 
Aeneas got up. 35 All those who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him and 
turned to the Lord. 
36 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is 
Dorcas); she was always doing good and helping the poor. 37 About that 
time she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an 
upstairs room. 38 Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that 
Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please 
come at once!” 
39 Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the 
room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the 
robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with 
them. 
40 Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and 
prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up. ”She 
opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. 41 He took her by the hand 
and helped her to her feet. Then he called for the believers, especially the 
widows, and presented her to them alive. 42 This became known all over 



Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord. 43 Peter stayed in Joppa for 
some time with a tanner named Simon. 
 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
The Gospel  
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Acts  
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
Acts 1:1-5   
In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do 
and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.3 After 
his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing 
proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days 
and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was 
eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, 
but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 
about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this 
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father 
has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid 
him from their sight. 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 



May 5, 2019  Week 29   “Paul’s Mission” 
 
The Collect 
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an 
instrument of shameful death to be for us the means of life: 
Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ, that we may gladly 
suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from Acts 
Acts 14:8-20 
8 In Lystra there sat a man who was lame. He had been that way from 
birth and had never walked. 9 He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul 
looked directly at him, saw that he had faith to be healed 10 and called out, 
“Stand up on your feet!” At that, the man jumped up and began to walk. 
11 When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian 
language, “The gods have come down to us in human form!”12 Barnabas 
they called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes because he was the chief 
speaker. 13 The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, 
brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates because he and the crowd 
wanted to offer sacrifices to them. 
14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore their 
clothes and rushed out into the crowd, shouting: 15 “Friends, why are you 
doing this? We too are only human, like you. We are bringing you good 
news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the living 
God, who made the heavens and the earth and the sea and everything in 
them. 16 In the past, he let all nations go their own way. 17 Yet he has not left 
himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain 
from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of 
food and fills your hearts with joy.” 18 Even with these words, they had 
difficulty keeping the crowd from sacrificing to them. 



19 Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowd 
over. They stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he was 
dead. 20 But after the disciples had gathered around him, he got up and 
went back into the city. The next day he and Barnabas left for Derbe. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Psalm 
Psalm 30 
1 I will exalt you, O Lord, 
because you have lifted me up * 
and have not let my enemies triumph over me . 
2 O Lord my God, I cried out to you, * 
and you restored me to health . 
3 You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead; * 
you restored my life as I was going down to the grave . 
4 Sing to the Lord, you servants of his; * 
give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness . 
5 For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, * 
his favor for a lifetime . 
6 Weeping may spend the night, * 
but joy comes in the morning . 
7 While I felt secure, I said, 
"I shall never be disturbed. * 
You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains." 
8 Then you hid your face, * 
and I was filled with fear . 
9 I cried to you, O Lord; * 
I pleaded with the Lord, saying, 
10 "What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? * 
will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 
11 Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; * 
O Lord, be my helper." 



12 You have turned my wailing into dancing; * 
you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy . 
13 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; * 
O Lord my God, I will give you thanks for ever . 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from Galatians 
Galatians 1:6-11 
 6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you 
to live in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—7 which 
is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into 
confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or 
an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we 
preached to you, let them be under God’s curse! 9 As we have already said, 
so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than 
what you accepted, let them be under God’s curse! 
10 Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am 
I trying to please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not 
be a servant of Christ. 11 I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the 
gospel I preached is not of human origin. 12 I did not receive it from any 
man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel  
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to   
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
John 21:1-19 
Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he 
showed himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, 
Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, 
and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, "I am going 



fishing." They said to him, "We will go with you." They went out and got 
into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not 
know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, "Children, you have no fish, 
have you?" They answered him, "No." He said to them, "Cast the net to the 
right side of the boat, and you will find some." So they cast it, and now 
they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. That 
disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon Peter 
heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and 
jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the 
net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred 
yards off. 
When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, 
and bread. Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just 
caught." So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of 
large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, 
the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." Now 
none of the disciples dared to ask him, "Who are you?" because they knew 
it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did 
the same with the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to 
the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of 
John, do you love me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you 
know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs." A second time 
he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, 
Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Tend my sheep." He 
said to him the third time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter felt 
hurt because he said to him the third time, "Do you love me?" And he said 
to him, "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you." Jesus said 
to him, "Feed my sheep. Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you 
used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when 
you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will 
fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go." (He 



said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) 
After this he said to him, "Follow me." 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
  



May 12, 2019  Week 30 “Paul’s final days” 
 
The Collect 
Almighty God, who gave your servant Saint Paul boldness to 
confess the Name of our Savior Jesus Christ before the rulers 
of this world, and courage to die for this faith: Grant that we 
may always be ready to give a reason for the hope that is in 
us, and to suffer gladly for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from Ephesians 
Ephesians 4:1-6 
As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the 
calling you have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, 
bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of 
the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just 
as you were called to one hope when you were called;5 one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all 
and in all. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm 69:1-15 
1 Save me, O God, * 
    for the waters have risen up to my neck. 
2 I am sinking in deep mire, * 
    and there is no firm ground for my feet. 
 3 I have come into deep waters, * 
    and the torrent washes over me. 
 4 I have grown weary with my crying; 
my throat is inflamed; * 



    my eyes have failed from looking for my God. 
 5 Those who hate me without a cause are more than the hairs 
                           of my head; 
my lying foes who would destroy me are mighty. * 
    Must I then give back what I never stole? 
6 O God, you know my foolishness, * 
    and my faults are not hidden from you. 
 7 Let not those who hope in you be put to shame through me, 
                             Lord GOD of hosts; * 
    let not those who seek you be disgraced because of me, 
                             O God of Israel. 
8 Surely, for your sake have I suffered reproach, * 
    and shame has covered my face. 
9 I have become a stranger to my own kindred, * 
    an alien to my mother's children. 
10 Zeal for your house has eaten me up; * 
    the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me. 
 11 I humbled myself with fasting, * 
    but that was turned to my reproach. 
 12 I put on sack-cloth also, * 
    and became a byword among them. 
13 Those who sit at the gate murmur against me, * 
    and the drunkards make songs about me. 
 14 But as for me, this is my prayer to you, * 
    at the time you have set, O LORD: 
 15 "In your great mercy, O God, * 
    answer me with your unfailing help. 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from 2nd Timothy 
2nd Timothy 4:1-8 
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and 
the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this 
charge: 2 Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, 



rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. 3 For 
the time will come when people will not put up with sound 
doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a 
great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They 
will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5 But you, 
keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an 
evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 
6 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for 
my departure is near. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is in store for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on 
that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his 
appearing. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Gospel  
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
John 10:22-30 
At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was 
winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So 
the Jews gathered around him and said to him, "How long will you keep us 
in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly." Jesus answered, "I have 
told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's name 
testify to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my 
sheep. My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give 
them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out 
of my hand. What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no 
one can snatch it out of the Father's hand. The Father and I are one." 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 



May 19, 2019  Week 31   “The end of time” 
 
The Collect 
O God, you have brought us near to an innumerable company 
of angels, and to the spirits of just men made perfect: Grant us 
during our earthly pilgrimage to abide in their fellowship, and 
in our heavenly country to become partakers of their joy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The First Reading 
A reading from the Revelation 
Revelation 1:1-7 
The revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants 
what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his 
servant John, 2 who testifies to everything he saw—that is, the word of 
God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud 
the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to 
heart what is written in it, because the time is near. 
4 John, 
To the seven churches in the province of Asia: 
Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to 
come, and from the seven spirits[a] before his throne, 5 and from Jesus 
Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the 
ruler of the kings of the earth. 
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has 
made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him 
be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 
7 “Look, he is coming with the clouds,”  
    and “every eye will see him, 
even those who pierced him”; 
    and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.”  
So shall it be! Amen. 



8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who 
was, and who is to come, the Almighty.” 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
The Psalm 
Psalm 148 
1 Hallelujah! 
Praise the Lord from the heavens; * 
praise him in the heights. 
2 Praise him, all you angels of his; * 
praise him, all his host. 
3 Praise him, sun and moon; * 
praise him, all you shining stars. 
4 Praise him, heaven of heavens, * 
and you waters above the heavens. 
5 Let them praise the Name of the Lord; * 
for he commanded, and they were created. 
6 He made them stand fast for ever and ever; * 
he gave them a law which shall not pass away. 
7 Praise the Lord from the earth, * 
you sea-monsters and all deeps; 
8 Fire and hail, snow and fog, * 
tempestuous wind, doing his will; 
9 Mountains and all hills, * 
fruit trees and all cedars; 
10 Wild beasts and all cattle, * 
creeping things and winged birds; 
11 Kings of the earth and all peoples, * 
princes and all rulers of the world; 
12 Young men and maidens, * 
old and young together. 



13 Let them praise the Name of the Lord, * 
for his Name only is exalted, 
his splendor is over earth and heaven. 
14 He has raised up strength for his people 
and praise for all his loyal servants, * 
the children of Israel, a people who are near him. 
Hallelujah! 
 
The Second Reading 
A reading from 
Revelation 21:1-6 
I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the 
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
"See, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them as their God; 
they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them; 
he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away." 
And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all 
things new." Also he said, "Write this, for these words are trustworthy and 
true." Then he said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the 
spring of the water of life." 
 
 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 
 



 
The Gospel  
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark  
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.    
Mark 13:1-8 
As Jesus was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, 
Teacher! What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!” 
2 “Do you see all these great buildings?” replied Jesus. “Not one stone here 
will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.” 
3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, 
James, John and Andrew asked him privately, 4 “Tell us, when will these 
things happen? And what will be the sign that they are all about to be 
fulfilled?” 
5 Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 6 Many will come 
in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many. 7 When you hear of 
wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but 
the end is still to come. 8 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. 
These are the beginning of birth pains. 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 


