
From Father Paul Frey 

"In 1996 I was privileged to baptize four adults from other parts of the world who had 
become Christians. One of these people was disowned by her family, and warned that if 
she returned to her home country she might face death for having become a Christian.  

In 2006, in Laredo, I had the privilege of meeting a young Iranian woman who had 
become a Christian 3 years earlier and been baptized even at the risk of being 
killed.  She eventually fled the country and was eventually granted religious asylum in 
the United States. 

 Baptism into Christ and His church is not something to take lightly. We rightly expect 
those who come to be baptized or those who wish to have small children baptized to 
affirm their intention to be commiĴed to Jesus and his body. Many in our world today 
have paid a very high cost simply for being baptized and we dare not trivialize their 
sacrifice." 

With this in mind these are the promises that parent and godparents make on behalf of 
children too young to speak for themselves.  The following is from the Baptism Service 
in the Book of Common prayer, pg. 301 and following 

 

Infants and Younger Children 
Then the candidates who are unable to answer for themselves are presented 
individually by their Parents and Godparents, as follows 
Parents and Godparents 
I present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 
When all have been presented the Celebrant asks the parents and 
godparents 
Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the 
Christian faith and life? 
 
Parents and Godparents 
I will, with God's help. 
 
Celebrant 
Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of 
Christ? 



Parents and Godparents 
I will, with God's help. 
 
Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the candidates who can speak for themselves, 
and of the parents and godparents who speak on behalf of the infants and younger children. 
 
Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that 
rebel   against God? 
 
Answer I renounce them. 
   
Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy 
the   creatures of God? 
Answer I renounce them. 
   
Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Answer I renounce them. 
   
Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Answer I do. 
   
Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Answer I do. 
 
Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Answer I do. 
  
 


